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Dairy  scientists  and  engineers  at  Auburn  University,  in 
Auburn,  Ala.,  found  that  healthier  calves  could  be  raised 
in  a  portable  open-pen  system  than  in  an  enclosed  barn. 
Their  research  has  been  confirmed  by  work  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Oregon,  South  Dakota  State  University,  and 
the  University  of  Arizona.  Plan  5933  presents  two  types 
of  pens,  steel  and  wood,  that  fulfill  the  requirements  for 
the  open-pen  system. 

Widely  different  climates  did  not  alter  the  results  con- 
cerning the  growth  of  dairy  calves  in  open  portable  pens. 
The  system  of  pen  rotation,  shown  at  the  upper  right 
hand  corner  of  the  back  side,  provides  a  clean  plot  for  the 
pen  each  week.  This  minimizes  problems  from  disease 
and  parasites.  If  the  pen  is  located  in  a  climate  where 
driving  rains  may  wet  the  hair  of  the  calf,  some  solid 
sides  should  be  placed  on  the  pen  to  protect  the  calves 
from  excessive  air  movement.  So  long  as  the  calves  are 
not  in  a  draft  and  have  dry  bedding,  cold  temperatures 
are  not  harmful  to  their  growth. 


Two  different  types  of  construction  for  these  portable 
calf  pens  are  shown  on  the  other  side  of  this  page.  One 
is  a  steel-framed  pen;  the  other,  a  wood-framed  pen.  A 
welder  is  required  for  the  fabrication  of  the  steel- 
framed  pen.  The  feed  rack  will  fit  on  either  of  the  two 
pens. 

Complete  working  drawing*  may  be  obtained  from  your 
extension  agricultural  engineer  at  your  State  university. 
There  may  be  a  small  charge  to  cover  cost  of  printing. 

If  you  do  not  know  whom  to  contact  in  your  State,  tend 
your  request  to  Agricultural  Engineer.  Federal  Extension 
Service,  I  .S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  U  ashington.  D.C. 
20250.  He  will  forward  your  request  to  the  correct  Uni- 
versity. 
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